TotalBoat Kintsugi Kit - Instructions
Kit Contents:
●
TotalBoat Thixo Fast Cure 2:1 thickened epoxy adhesive
●
6 - TotalBoat Thixo static mixing nozzles
●
5 - 50ml disposable plastic beakers
●
8 - West System plastic mixing sticks
●
5 - West System 12cc syringes
●
2 - Pure Gold Black Diamond Mica Powder Pigment packets
(Size: 5g/packet)
●
1 - Roll of TotalBoat Painter’s Masking Tape (Color: Blue, Width: 1”)

Additional Things You’ll Need:
●
A few pairs of protective gloves
●
Standard caulking gun
●
Plastic sheeting or other protective material
●
Denatured alcohol
●
Clean cotton rag

HOW TO USE THE KINTSUGI METHOD TO BEAUTIFY A BROKEN DISH
IMPORTANT: Timing and accuracy of each step is critical to achieving successful results. With Kintsugi, technique is everything – it’s a good idea
to practice on test pieces until you get the process down. Please read all instructions carefully before you begin.

STEP 1 - LAY OUT YOUR MATERIALS

STEP 2 - WEAR PROPER SAFETY GEAR

STEP 3 - CLEAN THE BROKEN EDGES

You have a short amount of time to work
with the epoxy after dispensing it, so it’s
helpful to cover your work surface to protect
it, and have your materials at hand before
you begin. You’ll also want to lay out your
broken pieces in their proper places.

To prevent the epoxy from getting on your
hands, wear protective gloves.

Clean the broken edges by wiping with a
clean, lint-free cotton rag wetted with
denatured alcohol to ensure contaminants
have been removed completely.

STEP 4 - DISPENSE THIXO FAST CURE

STEP 5 - ADD PIGMENT

Remove the cap from the Thixo Fast Cure
cartridge and attach the mixing nozzle.
Using a standard caulking gun, dispense
the ﬁrst 3-4” bead of Thixo Fast Cure as
waste, until both components are coming
out evenly. DO NOT USE THIS MATERIAL
FOR YOUR PROJECT. Now you can dispense
a small amount (10-20ml) of Thixo Fast Cure
into one of the 50ml beakers. Once the
epoxy is dispensed, you have
approximately 10 minutes of working
time. During your project, you can dispense
more, as needed. Important: Do not
attempt to clean or reuse tips. Let the epoxy
cure in the tip while still on the cartridge.
The next time you use the epoxy, attach a
new tip.

Add a small amount of the Pure Gold Black
Diamond Powder Pigment, and use the
plastic mixing stick to mix the powder into
the Thixo Fast Cure. Stir until the color tone
is even. If desired, add more pigment until
you achieve the color tone you want.

Tip: As you’re gluing your pieces together,
you will also want to change your gloves
often to avoid spreading the epoxy.

Tip: The amount of pigment you add will
affect the richness of the gold color. The
more pigment you add, the richer the color.
Just keep in mind that a little pigment goes
a long way, so start with less because you
can always add more.

STEP 6 - LOAD EPOXY INTO SYRINGE

Remove the plunger from one of the syringes.
Use a mixing stick to scoop the pigmented
epoxy into the syringe.

Slowly insert the plunger until the epoxy
moves down to the tip. Important: A smaller
bead will be cleaner to work with, but if you
want to increase the size of the bead, trim the
tip of the syringe to the desired width.

(HOW TO USE THE KINTSUGI METHOD TO BEAUTIFY A BROKEN DISH, continued on back)

(HOW TO USE THE KINTSUGI METHOD TO BEAUTIFY A BROKEN DISH, continued)

STEP 7 - ADHERE PIECES TOGETHER

Try to establish the ﬁrst couple of larger
broken pieces that can be glued together
easily to form a large base section on which
you can build. Squeeze a thin bead of epoxy
onto each of these larger broken pieces.

STEP 7 - ADHERE PIECES (cont’d)

After gluing the larger pieces into one
section, do the same for the smaller pieces,
gluing them into one larger section.

KINTSUGI TIPS & TECHNIQUES

♦ If the epoxied pieces are not sticking
together, you can carefully add tape to help
hold them in place.

Tip: To make it easier to glue the small pieces
together, put two small pieces on a piece of
blue tape.
♦ If your broken pieces are small, you might
consider gluing them together ﬁrst into a
larger piece that can be adhered to the other
pieces. Gluing a larger item together might
best be achieved in multiple steps and Thixo
Fast Cure times.
Fold the tape in half to expose the two
broken sides. Apply epoxy to both broken
edges and slowly fold back together.

Hold the pieces together for approximately
20-30 seconds.

Let the small pieces dry in place on the tape.
Glue all sections together to form the whole.

KINTSUGI TIPS & TECHNIQUES (cont’d.)

♦ You may choose to leave a bead of the gold
epoxy ‘proud’ (raised) above your glued joint.
The bead size depends on how much epoxy
has squeezed out of the crack. You can
control this with tip size and the amount of
epoxy you apply.

♦ Change your gloves often to avoid
spreading the epoxy onto your piece.

STEP 8 - (OPTIONAL) REMOVE ANY
EXCESS EPOXY

Before the epoxy has cured, remove excess
epoxy with one of the plastic mixing sticks.
You can then use a clean cotton rag to
carefully remove any ﬁner residual epoxy
from glue joints. This will give you a very thin
line of gold that will be less noticeable than a
raised line.
Tip: You can wrap a cotton rag loosely
around the perimeter to gently support and
hold pieces in place while the epoxy dries.

♦ You can carefully tape your project to
protect it from errant epoxy – either on the
surfaces that you want to protect, or along
the sides of any glue joints.
♦ Work neatly to avoid messy mistakes. Once
the gold epoxy dries, you will not be able to
remove it. If you don’t want the bead, or want
to adjust the size of the bead, use the plastic
stir stick to remove any undesired epoxy
before it cures (see STEP 8).

DISCLAIMER: TotalBoat Thixo Fast Cure epoxy
has not been tested for food-safe use.
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