TotalBoat Epoxy Coasters Project - Instructions
Kit Contents:
●
1 Quart TotalBoat High Performance Epoxy Resin
●
1 Pint TotalBoat High Performance Slow Hardener
●
TotalBoat 2:1 Pump Kit & Instructions
●
5 - Half-quart plastic mixing cups
●
5 - Large wooden stir sticks (Size: 10”)
●
10 - Tongue depressors (Size: 5½” x ⅝”)
●
1 - Heat gun with power cord
●
10 - 50ml disposable plastic beakers
●
5 - 12cc plastic syringes

●
●
●

●

2 - Hexagon molds
2 - Square molds
Black Diamond Mica Powder Pigments (Quantity: 10
packets. Size: 5 grams per packet. Colors: Deep Blue Sea,
Emerald Green, Green Envy, Black Onyx, Silver Pearl, Pure
Gold, Iridescent Blue, Pure Pearl White, Imperial Red, Purple
Haze)
Jacquard Piñata Alcohol Ink Pigments (Quantity: 9 bottles.
Size ½ ﬂ. oz. each. Colors: Mantilla Black, Rainforest Green,
Baja Blue, Passion Purple, Senorita Magenta, Calabaza
Orange, Sunbright Yellow, Rich Gold, Blanco Blanco)

HOW TO CREATE EPOXY COASTERS
IMPORTANT: Timing and accuracy of each step is critical to achieving successful results, as is knowing how to combine the different pigments
to create the beautiful designs you have in mind. Please read all instructions carefully before you begin. Have fun!

STEP 1 - LAY OUT YOUR MATERIALS

STEP 2 - WEAR PROPER SAFETY GEAR

Lay out the silicone coaster molds, resin,
hardener, and other supplies so you have
everything ready before you begin. It’s a
good idea to protect your work surface, too.

Always wear gloves to protect your skin so
you don’t develop a sensitivity to epoxy. Also,
if you’re not working in a well-ventilated area,
we recommend wearing an appropriate
respirator.

STEP 3 - MEASURE COMPONENTS

STEP 4 - MIX RESIN & HARDENER

STEP 5 - POUR INTO COASTER MOLD

Measure your small batch of TotalBoat High
Performance Epoxy by combining 2 parts
Resin and 1 part Hardener, by volume, into
a clean mixing cup. Make sure you use the
exact ratio of resin to hardener, or it won’t
cure properly.
Pump Method: The pumps are calibrated to
dispense the exact ratio of resin and
hardener. Install the epoxy resin & hardener
pumps into the resin and hardener bottles,
as directed. Prime the pumps until they
dispense a steady stream. Add 1 full pump
of resin to 1 full pump of hardener until
the desired volume is reached.
Pour Method: If not using the pumps, pour
2 parts resin and 1 part hardener.

Stir slowly to prevent air bubbles.

Pour mixed epoxy slowly into the mold to
avoid splashing and prevent excess air
bubbles.

Tip: Use the 2-cup mixing method: Stir slowly
for about 2-3 minutes, scraping the sides and
bottom of the cup to mix both components
thoroughly. Next, pour the mixture into a
clean mixing cup and stir again for 2-3
minutes. Mixed epoxy should be clear, not
cloudy.
Optional: At this point, after mixing
thoroughly, you can add pigments, if desired.
Note that a little pigment goes a long way!
For details, refer to the Design Ideas section
on the next page.

HOW MUCH MIXED EPOXY DO I NEED?
Here are estimates for the volume of mixed
epoxy you’ll need to ﬁll the coaster molds.
●
1 Square Mold
Part A (Resin): 2.7 oz. (80ml)
Part B (Hardener): 1.3 oz. (40ml)
Total Mixed Epoxy Volume: 4 oz. (120ml)
●
1 Hexagon Mold
Part A (Resin): 2 oz. (60ml)
Part B (Hardener): 1 oz. (30ml)
Total Mixed Epoxy Volume: 3 oz. (90ml)
●
1 Square Mold & 1 Hexagon Mold
Part A (Resin): 4.6 oz. (136ml)
Part B (Hardener): 2.3 oz. (68ml)
Total Mixed Epoxy Volume: 7 oz. (207ml)
●
2 Square Molds & 2 Hexagon Molds
Part A (Resin): 10 oz. (296ml)
Part B (Hardener): 5 oz. (148ml)
Total Mixed Epoxy: 15 oz. (444ml)

Optional: At this point, you can embed small
objects, if desired. For details, refer to the
Design Ideas section on the next page.
IMPORTANT NOTE: As you create your epoxy
coasters, remember that the top of the
coaster is the bottom of the mold. This means
you’ll need to add features upside down
(because the top is at the bottom) to ensure
your design is right-side-up when you
demold your coaster!

(HOW TO CREATE EPOXY COASTERS, continued on back)

(HOW TO CREATE EPOXY COASTERS, continued)

STEP 6 - ADD PIGMENTS

STEP 7 - POP AIR BUBBLES

STEP 8 - REMOVE THE COASTERS

Refer to the Design Ideas section below for
information on how to achieve the different
designs with the Black Diamond Mica
Powder and Piñata Alcohol Ink Pigments.

To bring small air bubbles to the surface and
remove them, wave the heat gun back and
forth quickly across the surface of the epoxy,
for a few seconds. Stay about 4 inches above
the surface and keep the heat gun moving
so you don’t scorch the surface.

Allow the coasters to cure in their molds
for 24 hours. Once the epoxy has cured
completely, remove each coaster by ﬂexing
its mold and peeling the mold away from
the coaster. Sand any rough or sharp edges,
if needed.

DESIGN IDEAS
CASTING ITEMS IN EPOXY

Embed treasured items or small objects in mixed epoxy to make them appear as if they’re ﬂoating or are preserved in a glass-like coaster. If
you’re embedding items in the epoxy, seal them ﬁrst by dipping them in epoxy or by leaving a thin layer on the bottom of the coaster.

SPARKLY BURSTS OF COLOR, MULTIPLE COLORS, OR SOLID COLOR (USE BLACK DIAMOND POWDER PIGMENTS)

Add intense color and sparkle to your coasters with mica pigments. Divide mixed epoxy into smaller cups and add a little pigment at a time
until the desired color is achieved. The recommended pigment load is 1g of pigment per 1-5 oz. of epoxy (25-50g of pigment per gallon),
depending on desired opacity and color. To prevent colors from blending, let epoxy gel by waiting 15-30 minutes before adding more color.

DROPLET EFFECTS OR TRANSLUCENT COLOR (USE PIÑATA ALCOHOL INK PIGMENTS)

Alcohol inks give you either a droplet effect or a translucent colored look. For a droplet effect, ﬁrst, drop the colors you want into the epoxy in
the mold. Then add white ink drops on top (white is heavier and sinks the colors). For a translucent effect, add drop by drop until the desired
color is achieved. Tip: Put rubbing alcohol in a spray bottle and spritz on top of your ﬁnished coaster for a speckled effect.
©2019 TOTALBOAT LLC
V081919
520172

